
   June 21 marks the day in which the sun 
travels the longest path through the sky 
across the northern hemisphere. Thus it 
is the longest day of the year and con-
sidered the beginning of summer.  
    Pewabic ceramics hosted a 
free, fun-for-all-ages event in celebration 
of the summer solstice.  The event was 
held at the Pewabic pottery studio and 
shop located at 10125 E. Jefferson Ave., 
Detroit, Mich. 48214. Guests were able 
to enjoy light refreshments, wine tasting 
and live music played by Zach Weedon 
of Mexican Knives, a local band based in 
Detroit. 
   Activites and attractions were also 

(From left to right) Alethea Davenport, Lauren McCoy and Harry Swanson demonstrate 
raku firing, a pottery technique, at Pewabic ceremics in Detroit, Mich. on June 21, 2017.

Zach Weedon plays music for the crowd at a 
summer solstice celebration at Pewabic ceramics 
in Detroit, Mich. on June 21, 2017.
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ceramics 
in Detroit, 
Mich. June 
21, 2017.

A Seasonal Celebration of the Sun 
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Pewabic pottery studio commemorates summer sol-
stice with free activities within the community

offered. Such as Tarot readings, a 
coloring and craft station for children, 
local vendors selling artisinal goods, 
henna application and a raku firing 
demonstation. 
   Raku is a special pottery technique 
that originated centuries ago in Asia. 
As opposed to the normal process of 
heating a pottery peice in a kiln and 
letting it cool over time before remov-
ing it, raku is removed from the kiln 
while it is  still red-hot. Immediately 
after removal the pieces are placed in 
a metal can full of combustable ma-
terial (in this case, shredded newspa-
per), subjected to post-firing reduction 

(‘smoked’) and then placed in cold water 
to cool rapidly. 
   It is a popular technique because the 
resulting look of the pottery is always 
somewhat different. The demonstration 
seemed to really fire up the crowd.
   Alethea Davenport, who works at 
Pewabic as an instructor for some of the 
ceramic classes the studio offers, says 
she loves the instant gratification of the 
process and that “You can’t predict what 
the results will be.”.
   The event ran from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. to 
give everyone ample time to enjoy the 
longest day of sunshine before the sun 
sunk below the horizon at 9:13 p.m. 


